
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  

 

September 13, 2021 - media notified 
 

 

      The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. Schweikert at 7:00 p.m.   

R/C:  DePasquale-present; Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present; 

Fiscal Officer Laura Steimle-present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 9, 2021 Regular 

Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.   

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 12, 2021 Special 

Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 2, 2021 

Special Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to approve the warrant report as presented.   

Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

Mr. DePasquale invited Mr. Filisky, the NHAA League President, to speak.  

 

Mr. Filisky said on behalf of NHAA the last two years have been good at the park even 

amid COVID.  Mr. Filisky said their board has some funds that they would like to use to 

invest in Sagamore Hills Park.  Mr. Filisky shared that they have been maintaining the 

fields and making the ball fields playable for everyone in the community.  They have put 

equipment and bases on those fields for anyone to use at any time.   

 

Mr. Filisky thanked the board for putting in the nice benches and taking care of the bee 

problem by a couple of the fields. 

 

The NHAA board did some research on the cost of putting a better product on the fields 

to allow for better drainage and to recut the outside edge of the infields so they can be 

laser leveled which would make them playable more often.  There could also be a 

discussion on redoing a whole field as a continuation of something they would want to do 

for Sagamore Hills Township and the park.   

 

Mr. Filisky said the board would like to possibly cover the dugouts to have shade over 

the top of those, and also make it safer for the kids on the benches.   

 

Mr. Schweikert said the township is planning on covering two of the dugouts next year 

and two the following year.   

 

Mr. Filisky said the NHAA board wanted to know the trustee’s thoughts on 

reconditioning the fields.  
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Mr. DePasquale asked what the process would be for reconditioning the fields.  Mr. 

Filisky had messaged Mr. DePasquale about making the one of the fields larger.  The 

fields that face the parking lot can’t be made larger.  Peters field is probably the only one 

that could be made larger.   Mr. Schweikert said Peters field doesn’t have a regulation 

infield.  Mr. DePasquale said the topography of it would allow it to be made deeper.  Mr. 

Zaccardelli mentioned Veteran’s field.  Mr. Filisky said they have put in infield bases at 

Veteran’s field.   

 

There was a discussion regarding making changes to the pitchers’ mound and the batter’s 

box on the larger field #4.  Mr. DePasquale asked Mr. Snell whether there was anything 

stopping them from making these changes. Would the contractor doing the work need to 

be insured?  Mr. Snell replied yes, they would need to be insured.   

 

In regard to use, Mr. Snell said the park was purchased with several grants so there are 

some limitations on those grants.  Not many of the grants came from Ohio to acquire and 

develop it.  Mr. Snell believes there were some grants that were used to build the fields.  

Mr. Snell will look at the limitations on public use of the park. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said he and Mr. Filisky had emails going back and forth earlier in the 

season regarding Mr. DePasquale’s concern that NHAA is making this investment in the 

park and then feel like they can use the baseball fields all spring, summer and fall.  Mr. 

DePasquale reminded Mr. Filisky it is a public park.  Mr. Filisky responded they always 

try to leave one or two fields vacant in case someone wants to come up and have a pickup 

game. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said the township had been dragging, maintaining and lining the fields, 

but NHAA didn’t like the way we were doing it.  Now that NHAA is maintaining the 

fields we are not charging them any fee to use the fields.  Mr. Schweikert asked Mr. 

Filisky what the other communities were charging for the fields.  Mr. Filisky responded 

for travel teams it is usually about fifty dollars a field, for NHAA about fifteen dollars a 

field.  Mr. Filisky said they would invest more in the fields than what Sagamore would 

charge them to use the fields.  Mr. Zaccardelli said there may be soccer games going on 

in the park, and we need to coordinate that as well. 

 

There was a brief discussion on how NHAA came to maintain the baseball fields. 

 

Mr. Snell suggested NHAA and the township enter into something on paper what NHAA 

will be investing in, what their goals are, there schedule, etc. 

 

Mr. Filisky said NHAA maintains every school field including Northfield Village and St. 

Barnabas, but not Macedonia schools.  Mr. Snell asked whether Mr. Filisky had an 

agreement with the schools.  Mr. Filisky said no, there is just an understanding that they 

cannot maintain the fields. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli commented there should be something in writing in case Mr. Filisky 

leaves and the township has to work with someone else.  Mr. Filisky said a lot of young 

people have been added to their board and they have the same vision as he does to have 

the opportunity for kids to play ball.  

 

Mr. Schweikert said for next fall, with any luck, the four trustees, fiscal officer and 

attorney are working on a grant for a soccer field.  When that starts, we want to make 

sure that no one is interfering or in the way.   

 

Mr. DePasquale thanked Mr. Filisky for coming to the meeting.  Mr. DePasquale 

suggested Mr. Filisky send him some notes on what they are thinking about for the fields. 

Mr. DePasquale said transparency is important. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-48 accepting the amounts 

and rates as determined by the budget commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies 

and certifying them to the Summit County Fiscal Office.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

      DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Fire 

Mr. DePasquale reported for August 2021 there were 145 EMS calls and 30 Fire for 

Macedonia Station #1; 94 EMS calls and 20 Fire for Sagamore Hills Station #2; 49 EMS 

calls and 6 Fire for Northfield Center Station #3.  There was mutual aid in 7 times and out 

17 times.  There was a total of 361 calls for the month of August. 

 

Police  
Mr. DePasquale reported for August 2021 the Police Department handled 469 calls for 

service.  Officers handed out 278 “Patrolled Your Area Cards” and completed 851 

community policing checks. 

 

The Police Chief received two (2) commendation/appreciation letters from residents, 

praising members of the Department for their dedication to duty.  The of San Diego, 

commended Lt. Rice for initiating an arrest of a subject for fraud on an elderly lady.  The 

arrest was turned over the FBI, whom made multiple more arrests, thus breaking up a 

national ring.  Congratulations to Lt. Rice. 

 

The Investigative Section received nineteen (19) investigations for the month and closed all 

of them, one (1) was closed by arrest. 

 

Our Therapy Dog Program kicked off, and completed its first month.  Upon completing two 

weeks of training, Lt. Rice provided twenty (20) community interactions.  We have received 

all positive comments from the community to include some donations.  Congratulations to 

Annie. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said Annie is a fantastic dog.  There was a brief discussion about Annie. 

 

A Sergeant attended two (2) days of shooting drills for Metro SWAT, sixteen (16) total 

hours.  All officers attended first aid/CPR recertification.  Officers completed seven (7) on 

line courses.  Lt. Rice completed eighty (80) hours of Therapy Dog Training.  148 total 

hours. 

 

Zoning 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported there were 6 permits for new homes; 5 at Heartridge and 1 off 

Carter Road for a total of $14,800 in fees.  We have a new tenant at Highpoint Plaza.  State 

Farm Insurance moved in by the nail place at the end.  Mr. Zaccardelli has been working 

with Ray on some of the violations.  Mr. Fantozzi is on vacation this week.  There was a 

violation on the corner of Holzthauer and Greenwood Parkway.  The house is in probate.  

Our service department cut the grass.  The house on Romaine with the cats is hopefully 

coming to an end.  The individual looking to purchase it was finding a lot of issues with the 

title.   Hopefully this will be resolved in thirty days. 

 

Roads 
Mr. Schweikert said on behalf of John and himself, he wanted to thank Dave DePasquale 

and Jeff Snell for all of their hard work on the fire contract. 

 

Mr. Schweikert thanked Dave DePasquale for the two charging stations in the park.  They 

are looking good.  There was a brief discussion about the charging stations.   
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Mr. Schweikert said Houghton, Cranberry and Nesbitt have been resurfaced, but still need a 

final coating.   Hemlock will be worked on next week or the following week because they 

need a special deposit material.    

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to authorize the Summit County Engineer to work on two 

Issue 2 Grants electronically on behalf of Sagamore Hills Township for Greenwood 

Parkway and Apple Hill.   Rather than us holding a special meeting, they can contact Jeff.  

Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye.  Mr. Schweikert thanked 

Laura for going over the numbers with him.   

 

Mr. Schweikert said we are working on a grant for a soccer field and to replace all of the 

roofs in the park; bathroom and pavilion roofs. 

 

Fiscal Office 
Ms. Steimle reported the Fiscal Officer’s August 2021 report had a starting balance of 

$7,221,460.39, plus receipts of $79,092.52, minus expenditures of $233,229.50 (which 

includes memo receipts of $5,015.49), plus pending warrants of $228,214.01 with an ending 

balance of $7,067,323.41.   

 

TRUSTEE REPORTS 

Mr. Zaccardelli said he met with the boy scouts last week about the bocce court in the park.   

They want to plant five trees and put in a paving area with a bench.  They will be doing this in 

the next 2-3 weeks.  Mr. Zaccardelli told them to coordinate everything with Bill. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported he has been working with Northfield Center and Reworks on a 

collaborative effort for an electronic collection.  It is for the residents of Northfield Center and 

Sagamore Hills Township on September 28, 2021 from 3-6 pm.  Pre-registration is required.  

Deadline is September 24th.  Collection will be at Northfield Center Town Hall parking lot.  

Details are on our website.  

 

Mr. Schweikert announced that Halloween will be celebrated on Sunday, October 31, 2021 

from 6-8 pm.   

 

Mr. DePasquale said there is going to be a far amount of work with the charging stations in 

regard to tracking.  This will be a lot of work for Laura and Pat.  Mr. DePasquale thanked 

Laura and apologized for any extra that will be on her plate.  He appreciates it very much. 

 

At the last meeting, Mr. DePasquale had given the trustees a quote for lighting by the 

charging stations and also a quote for a generator for the police station.  Mr. DePasquale 

would like to move forward with the lighting.  They will be the same bollard lights that we 

have by the township safety center.  The money we have in escrow from NOPEC for 2020 

will be used to pay for the lighting. 

 

Mr. DePasquale had a harsh conversation with Mr. Kopas about unfounded accusations, and 

he expressed his displeasure and wanted it noted for the record. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said he spoke with Dave Smith today.  Bertolini has to do a crossover pipe by 

Lynnview Drive.  We cannot do it, there are other things involved.  Dave Smith looked at it.  

The cost is under Thirty-Thousand Dollars.  Dave Smith contacted another contractor, but 

they do not want to be bothered with it.  Paul was with Dave and Bill when they discussed it.   

Dave Smith said under Thirty-Thousand Dollars is a reasonable price.  Mr. Schweikert made a 

motion that we hire Bertolini to fix the crossover pipe for under Thirty-Thousand Dollars 

($30,000).  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.   

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 
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Mr. Snell made a suggestion to pass a resolution for the bollard lights by the charging stations. 

 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 21-49A to install the same 

bollard lights we have by the township safety center by the charging stations across the street 

in the park for a cost not to exceed Eight-Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00).  Payment for the 

lights will come from the balance of the NOPEC money that is in escrow from 2020.   

Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

CITIZENS FORUM 

Carol Wolske, 1115 Canyon View Road, can she ask Greenwood whether they would allow 

Lt. Rice to bring over the therapy dog.  Mr. DePasquale responded yes.   

 

Mike Apel from Ashford Glen thanked the trustees for putting in the charging stations and the 

lights.  Mr. Apel asked whether we have a service contract for the charging stations.  Mr. 

DePasquale responded the grant was for five years.   We had to make a five-year commitment 

to receive the grant.   We have a five-year service contract for software and service for the 

five-year term of the grant. 

 

Mr. Apel asked whether they were going to repave the area where they dug up for the 

charging stations.  Mr. DePasquale responded the road department will take care of the 

repaving and it will be striped as well. 

 

Mr. DePasquale said that at the last meeting Mr. Apel had asked about Macedonia Fire and 

their training.  Mr. DePasquale spoke with Chief Ripley who said they constantly train.  To 

give a breakdown of who trained what, where and when can’t be done.  They are constantly 

training.   

 

Mr. DePasquale said as far as the electric vehicles, they all have electronic devices with an 

app that tells them what vehicle and how to address whatever vehicle they are dealing with in 

an accident.   

 

Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to adjourn at 7:39 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert. 

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

          

  


